Welsh Springer Spaniels in the Netherlands

The Breed

As far as we know 25 litters were born in 2009 of which 18 were bred according to the WSSC’s breeding regulations. A total of 16 different males were used to produce these litters, 5 of which were imports. Two breeders travelled abroad (UK and Sweden) to mate their bitches and one breeder imported semen from Finland while another breeder imported a bitch in whelp from Australia. 

Four Welsh Springers were imported in 2009, a dog and a bitch from Finland, a dog from the UK and a bitch from Australia. 

One epileptic Welsh Springer  was reported to the WSSC in 2009, the percentage of epileptic Welsh Springers remains between 0-4% of the pups born per year since 1987. 

In 2009 the club received 30 hip scores from the KC; 23 x A, 2 x B, 1 x C and 4 x D. This gives us a slight change in the percentages for Welsh Springer born in Holland after 2000: 68% A, 9% B, 11% C, 11% D and less than 0,5% E. These statistics concern 20%  (276 out of 1415) of the Welsh Springers born between 2001 and 2009.The club also received 30 eye exams from the KC, 24 were found clear, 6 were not clear of distichiasis / ectopic cilia. Even though in Holland MPP is not yet considered a hereditary disorder in Welsh Springers it was found in six Welsh Springers. So far the WSSC has received 293 eye exams over the years, 71% were found clear, 25% was diagnosed with distichiasis / ectopic cilia, 2% entropion / trichiasis, 1% cataracts and 1% showed other abnormalities. As far as we know seven Welsh Springers were tested for goniodysplasia, two of which were clear, 1 was undecided and 4 were not clear. 
Three new reports on hypothyroid Welsh Springers came in, 13 Welsh Springers were tested for breeding purposes or out of precaution. 

In 2009 the WSSC sent out 150 questionnaires to the owners of Welsh Springers born in 2006. The results of the returned questionnaires (so far 79% ) will be published in the 2009/2010 yearbook. In 2009 all pedigrees of Dutch Welsh Springers were published trough the Pawpeds website: http://www.pawpeds.com 
The Show Scene
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Sixteen (inter)national shows were organized in 2009, including the WSSC Championship Show. Best dog and also Best Welsh Springer of the Year is Ch. Iago’s Wind of Sawel from the North (Gulsporrens Hunting Dutchman ex Int. Ch. Iago’s All’ Bout the Money) owned by Anja Wetsteyn. Best Bitch is Ch. Inma’s Lightning Strikes Again (Ravensworth Armada ex Ch. Inma’s Famous Again) owned by Mrs. I. van den Beuken. The bitch is a daughter of last year’s Top Welsh Springer and I’d like to take the opportunity to correct a mistake I made in last year’s report. Ch. Inma’s Famous Again is not sired by Sh Ch Parkmist Pit Your Whits, but by his son Sh Ch Parkmist Mr Frisk. 
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In 2009 Mrs. Hannie Warendorf and Mrs. Gerda Groeneweg judged 92 Welsh Springers (including 7 babies & 10 puppies) at the Championship Show. Ch. Gayfeathers Wishful Thinking (Ch. Ufo Our Loyal Welsh ex Gayfeathers Dancing in the Rain) won the Dog CC and also the “Club Winner 2009” title. The reserve dog CC went to Hanky Panky from Kind of Magic (Don’s Daddy DJ imp. Swe ex Rocbee Happy Hilda imp. Fin. ). The bitch CC went to Cari Terwyn Our Loyal Welsh (Int. Ch. Hammalgarden’s Don’t Forget Me ex Zuske Our Loyal Welsh) while Ch. Dutch Surprise Welsh of Salt and Pepper won the reserve CC. Best Puppy was Inma’s Melbourne Magical Mystery (Aus Ch. Nantyderi Taliesyn ex Aus Ch.Tazlon Deldu Myah) and Best Baby was Inma’s New American Dream (Ch. HollyHouse Toast of Clussexx ex Ch. Inma’s Famous Again). At the Amsterdam Winner show Ch. Iago’s Wind of Sawel from the North added another title to his name by winning the CC and thus the Amsterdam Winner’ 09 title, but Ch. Inma’s Famous Again went on to another Best of Breed at this show and a Groupd 2nd. The reserve CC’s went to Ch. Innuendo from Kind of Magic (Ch. Benton Kansas Storm ex Finest Fuji from Kind of Magic) and Nikki Boleyn van Berkenstein (Ch. Benton Kansas Storm ex Evita Boleyn van Berkenstein). The Junior Winner titles went to Jonaprince from Kind of Magic (Taimere’s Allspice ex Rocbee Happy Hilda) and Redfrith Hurrikaine Faye (Ch. Benton Kansas Storm ex Ir Sh Ch Redfrith Aberfeldy). 
Seven Welsh Springers were made up to Dutch Champions in 2009; Inma’s Happy Sox (Ch.Inma’s Bryan Bright Star ex Inma’s Again and Again), Iago’s Wind of Sawel from the North (breeding mentioned above), Gala Queen from Kind of Magic (Dexter Dreuzel from Kind of Magic ex Rocbee Happy Hilda), Hanky Panky from Kind of Magic (breeding mentioned above), Honey Crunch from Kind of Magic (littersister to Hanky Panky), Inma’s Just in Style (DK Ch Gallois Svejk ex Ch. Inma’s English Special Edition) and Inma’s Just By Change (litterbrother to Just in Style). Three were made up to Dutch Junior Champions; Nikki Boleyn van Berkenstein (breeding mentioned above), Arizona Raven Our Loyal Welsh ( Ch. Royailes A Cut Above ex Cari Terwyn Our Loyal Welsh) and his litterbrother Arizona Rhun Our Loyal Welsh. Aqua Lynn van de Lingespringer (Hammalgarden’s Choice of My Life ex Welsh-Fargo’s Kiss Me Kate) was made up to a Dutch Veteran Champion and Ch. Gayfeathers Wishful Thinking (breeding mentioned above) was made up to an International Show Champion.
The Working Welsh Springers

Unfortunately the scheduled working test in August organized by the Spaniel Group-East had to be cancelled this year, the terrain where this usually takes place was not available and despite the best efforts of the organisation they were not able to come up with an alternative. The Working Test in Krimpen a/d IJssel organized by the Spaniel-Group-West had a pretty poor entry with just 12 dogs and 3 different spaniel varieties. Johan Heij once again had the best Welsh Springer on the day. Despite the low entry it was a successful day. 
The Club

In January of 2010 the WSSC had 775 members, the members received the club magazine “De Welsh Springer” six times a year; a summary was provided for members abroad. As usual the WSSC organized several activities during 2009; walks throughout the country, the Family- and Progeny day and the WSSC Championship Show. 

The Family- and Progeny day was held May 17th, there were several demo’s and activities for the whole family. Mrs. Ans Stuifbergen-Hoetjes & Mrs. Tineke Pillement judged the invited litters while Mrs. Ludy Helling judged the veteran’s parade. The WSSC also held two grooming workshops in 2009, both were very successful. Overall the WSSC had a good year in 2009, the WSSC does worry about the future as it is now possible for more than one breed club per breed to be recognized by the Kennel Club; a newly recognized breed club does not need to follow the WSSC’s breeding guidelines.
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Ria Hörter

In March of 2010 Ria Hörter stepped down as president of the WSSC, Ria has been a very influential person in the breed as a breeder, but also as a board member and later on president of the WSSC. Unfortunately due to health reasons she felt she was no longer able to fulfill her duties as president. As president Ria has always tried to take decisions with the best interest for the breed and the club, serving on the board meant working as a team to her. Working together on plans and developing these plans into actual activities. At this point the club has not yet found Ria’s successor, not an easy task of course as this person would have pretty big shoes to fill! For the time being Marianne van Dommelen is our interim president. Fortunately Ria will still be active as an editor for the WSSC’s club magazine and website, but with different tasks, responsibilities and jurisdiction.    
Lidewij Harmsen

desvauriennes@hotmail.com 

Visit the WSSC online at http://www.wssc.nl 
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