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It was lovely to hear from Ria Horter earlier in the week, she has asked me to pass on the following to you: At the AGM of the Dutch W.S.S.C., March 31st, I stepped down as the Chairman of the breed club. I went home with a wonderful memory plaque, flowers, presents and a wonderful speech. It was a very special AGM.    
Being one of the founders of the club, in 1976, and after 23 years as a Committee Member, Secretary and Chairman, I felt the time had come to leave the club in the good hands of younger people. Mrs Marianne van Dommelen, who is a member since the eighties and a committee member for several years, will be the chairman until my successor has been found. 
Together with my husband Marinus Nijhoff, I am an active member of the Club since 1976. In the years to come I will still do some work for the club, for example as the editor of the Club’s magazine and one of the editors of the website. That will keep me in contact with members and the dog world. In 2009 I was appointed Honorary Life Member of the Club.
I have bred WSS since 1977 and had my last litter in 2002. There were 15 homebred Champions (one in America and one in Denmark ) and 12 other Champions, bought as a puppy’s or as  young dogs. Dalati, Kazval, Nyliram, Russethill, Bramblebank, Mapleby and several other British kennels contributed to my breeding. I have judged the breed 8 times in England at Ch Shows. Unfortunately, due to a mistake during a hernia operation, I can’t judge anymore.   (Ria’s last appointment in the UK was at Gundog Society of Wales in2001 where her BCC was Sh CH Glenhafon Lleucu JW, the dog CC and BOB was SH Ch Zamberlan Cafe Royal and BP Arkview Hot Toddy at Dalville).
From 2002-2010, I was the Secretary of the Dutch Gundog Society, a Society in which all breed clubs of gundogs are united as a partner of the Dutch Kennel Club. A few weeks ago I had my “farewell meeting”, leaving this work – again – to younger people. 
Now there is time enough for my main work, writing about dogs and the history of dogs and publishing in Dutch, American and Canadian dog magazines. If you want to see how I spend my time, please visit my website: www.riahorter.com  it’s all about dogs.
 
Marinus and I have visited the UK and the dog shows many, many times since the seventies, and we always enjoyed it! We still go to dog shows, but not as often as usual. We both now enjoy travelling In Europe and visit old towns and villages. There is no dog in the house anymore. The last one died a few years ago, at the age of 15.
But I can still enjoy WSS of family and friends.  A photo of the presentation is at:   http://www.wssc.nl/nw_vanuit_wssc.htm 
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